THE  CONTRAST. 


REPUBLICAN  AUD  DEMOCRATIC  FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT  AND 

POLICIES  COMPARED 


TWO  YEARS  AND  ONE  MONTH  OF  REPUBLICAN  ADMINISTRATION  OF 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  DEBT. 

The  amount  of  debt,  including  accrued  interest  and  less  cash  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  1st  of  March,  18G9,  near  the  commencement  of  the  administration  of  President 
Grant,  was  about  twenty-five  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ($2,525,463,260.01.)  On 
the  1st  of  April,  1871,  it  was  twenty-three  hundred  and  nine  millions  of  dollars 
($2,309,697,596.27.)  The  reduction  of  such  debt,  during  the  two  years  and  one  month 
which  elapsed  from  March  1,  1S69,  to  April  1,  1871,  was  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  ($215,765,663.74,)  a  reduction  equivalent  to  eight  millions  six 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  (8,630,626.55)  per  month,  or  one  hundred  and 
tlu-ee  millions  and  a  half  per  annum  (303,567,518.60.)  See  following  tables  for  re¬ 
duction  of  debt  and  saving  of  interest : 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 


( According  to  the  official  monthly  returns.) 


March  1,  1869. 

% 

April  1, 1871. 

Debt  outstanding— 

$2,606,994,694  14 
34,063,355  63 

$2,392,700,277  89 
41,376,365  16 

2,641,058,049  77 

2,434,076,643  05 

Amount  of  cash  in  the  Treasury — 

Coin  belonging  to  Government . 

69,965,700  72 
28,775,560  00 
16,853,529  04 

80,436,340  04 
25,261,460  00 
18,681,246  74 

Coin  for  which  certificates  of  deposit  are  outstanding . 

Currency  ...» . 7 . * 

Total  in  Treasury . . . 

115,594,789  76 

124,379,046  78 

* 

Amount  of  public  debt,  including  unclaimed  accrued  interest,  and 
less  the  amout  of  cash  in  the  Treasury . 

2,525,463,260  01 

2,309,697,596  2: 

Amount  of  reduction  of  the  public  debt  during  the  two  years  and  one  month  from  March  1, 

1S69,  to  April  1,  1871. 


Reduction  of  principal .  $214,294,406  25 

Reduction  of  principal  and  accrued  interest .  206,9S1,406  72 


Reduction  of  principal  and  accrued  interest,  less  cash  in  Treasury....  215,765,663  74 

SAVING  OF  INTEREST. 

The  monthly  charge  for  interest  on  the  public  debt  on  the  1st  of  March,  1869,  was 
ten  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  ($10,532,462.50.)  On  the  1st  of  April,  1871,  it  was 
nine  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  ($9,527,212.67.)  The  reduction  in  the  monthly 
charge  for  interest  is  one  million  of  dollars  ($1,005,249.83,)  and  the  reduction  pei 
annum  is,  consequent! y,  twelve  millions  of  dollars  (12,062,997.96,)  as  shown  by  the 
following  table: 

Monthly  charge  for  interest  on  public  debt: 


March  1,  1869 . $10,532,462  50 

April  1,1871 . .  9,527,212  67 


Reduction  in  monthly  interest  charge .  1,005.249  83 

Reduction  in  annual  interest  charge . , . .  12,062,997  96 


Showing  a  permanent  reduction  of  annual  interest  exceeding  $12,000,000. 


This  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  and  consequent  saving  of  annual  interest,  was, 
by  careful  and  economic  administration,  effected  under  revenues  which  had  been 


reduced  as  follows: 

REDUCTION  OF  TAXES. 

By  act  of  July  13,  1S66 .  $65,000,000  00 

By  act  of  March  2, 1867 .  40,000,000  00 

By  act  of  February  3,  1868 .  23,000,000  00 

By  acts  of  March  31  and  July  20,  1868 .  45,000,000  00 


Total . . . 173,000,000  00 


And  the  further  reduction  by  act  of  Jury  14,  1870,  of  internal  taxes 

to  the  amount  annually  of . . .  55,212,000  00 

And  of  customs  duties .  23,636,827  33 


Total  reduction  since  1865 .  251,848,827  33 


DEMOCRATIC  MANAGEMENT. 

TWO  AND  A  HALF  YEARS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK — THE  DEMOCRACY  HAVING 

FULL  SWAY. 

Facts  taken  from  the  sworn  statement  before  Judge  Barnard's  court ,  not  controverted  by  the 
city  authorities ,  and  upon  which  the  court  has  granted  injunction. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  CITY  DEBT. 

“  According  to  the  official  report  of  the  defendant,  Richard  B.  Connolly,  control” 
ler  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  for  the  year  ending  31st  of  December,  1868, 
the  funded  and  bonded  debt  of  the  city  on  the  date  uponwliich  said  defendant,  Hall, 


entered  upon  his  duties  as  Mayor  amounted  to . . .  $34,746,030  00 

And  the  funded  and  bonded  debt  of  the  county,  as  evidenced  by  the 
same  official  report,  amounted  to .  15,882,800  80 


Making  together  $total  of .  50,628,830  80 


“The  last  official  report  of  said  controller  was  made  up  to  the  31st  day  of  July,  1871, 
and  by  this  report  it  is  shown  that  upon  that  date  the  funded  and  bonded  debt  of 

said  city  amounted  to .  $77,914,108  51 

And  the  funded  and  bonded  debt  of  said  comity  amounted  to .  35,743,150  00 


Making  together  a  total  of .  113,657,258  51 

“  From  this  deduct  the  amount  of  the  debt  of  said  city  and  county  when  the  de¬ 
fendant,  Hall,  became  Mayor,  as  shown  above,  $50,628,830.80. 

“  The  difference  is  the  increase  in  the  funded  and  bonded  debt  of  the  city  and  county 
during  the  two  and  a  half  years  of  the  present  Mayoralty,  $63,028,427.71. 

“In  addition  to  this  sum  of  $63,028,427.71,  raised  upon  the  bonds  of  the  said  city  and 
county,  the  Supervisors  of  the  county,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  (he  stat¬ 
utes  enacted  in  that  behalf,  (Laws  of  1869,  chaps.  875  and  876,  and  Laws  of  1870, 
chaps.  3S2  and  3S3,)  levied  and  raised  during  each  of  the  years  1S69  and  1S70,  by  tax 
upon  the  estates  by  law  subject  to  taxation  within  said  cormty,  for  the  support  of  the 
city  and  county  governments,  and  to  pay  the  quota  of  said  comity  of  State  taxes  for 


each  of  said  years,  as  follows  : 

In  1869 .  $21,309,536  34 

In  1870 .  23,569,127  71 


Making  a  total  of. . .  44,878,664  05 

There  has  also  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city 
and  county,  during  the  years  1869  and  1870,  and 
the  first  six  months  of  1871,  on  account  of  assess¬ 
ments  collected  during  said  years,  as  the  plaintiff 


is  informed  and  believes .  $12,975,071  09 

Atari  from  the  general  fund .  5,836,657  35 

-  18,811,728  44 


Total .  63,690,392  49 

To  this  add  the  increase  of  the  funded  and  bonded  debt,  as  above...  63,028,427  71 
And  add  further  the  floating  debt  and  claims  made  against  the  city 
and  county,  unpaid  at  this  date,  which  together,  as  the  plaintiff 
is  informed  and  believes,  exceed . .  21,000,000  00 


Total 


147,718,870  20 
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showing  the  average  expenditure  anci  cost  of  the  government  of  the  city  and 
county  during  the  two  and  a  half  years  of  the  defendant,  Hall’s,  mayoralty  to  have 
been  per  year  $59,087,548  08,  or  upward  of  five  and  one-half  per  cent,  upon  the 
fixed  valuation  of  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  subject  to  taxation  in  the  said 
county,  the  fixed  valuation  of  said  estates  being,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Taxes  and  Assessments,  for  the  present  year,  (1871,) 
$1,075,000,000.” 

So  much  is  known.  What  the  floating  and  unsettled  claims  may  amount  to,  no 
man  can  say.  Allowing  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  to  contain  one  million  of 
people,  which  is  considerable  more  than  the  actual  population,- and  we  have  an 
expenditure  of  more  than  $147  per  capita,  or  for  each  man,  woman,  and  child,  for 
two  years  and  a  half  of  civil  government,  and  no  extraordinary  work  of  improve¬ 
ment,  more  than  $59  a  year  per  capita  for  local  or  municipal  government.  Apply¬ 
ing  this  ratio  of  expenditure  to  the  nation,  which  would,  no  doubt,  be  realized  if  the 
Democracy  should  be  entrusted  with  power — and  estimating  the  population  at 
40.000,000,  for  convenience,  and  because  that  is  no  greater  ratio  of  excess  than 
allowed  for  New  York — and  the  national  expenditures  for  one  year  would  exceed 
$2,300,000,000,  an  amount  greater  than  the  present  national  debt,  and  greater  than 
the  expenditures  of  the  nation  during  any  year  of  the  war,  though  at  times  more 
than  a  million  of  men  were  under  arms. 

The  following  table,  copied  from  the  New  York  Times  of  July  29,  1871,  shows  the 
character  of  some  of  the  Democratic  expenditures  : 

BILLS  paid  by  democratic  officials. 

Ingersoll  &  Co. — 

For  furniture  to  county  courts . $1,479,363  11 

For  carpenter  and  cabinet  work  to 

county  courts. . . 1,250,460  65 

For  carpets,  shades,  and  curtains  to 

county  courts .  673,752  49 

For  iron  railing,  cases,  stairs,  &c., 

to  county  courts .  63,201  16 

For  repairs  and  alterations  to  county 

courts .  747,965  49 

- $4,214,742  90 

For  repairs  on  armories  and  drill-rooms .  1,447,998  42 

For  repairs  on  Court  of  Common  Pleas .  905  51 

-  $5,663,646  83 

Andrew  J.  Garvey — 

For  plastering  work  on  county  build¬ 
ings .  531,594  22 

For  painting  and  decorating  on 

county  buddings . . .  132,631  92 

For  repairing  plaster  work  on  county 

buildings .  1,294,684  13 

-  1,958,910  27 

For  repair  i  ng  plaster  work  on  county  j  ail .  41,752  94 

For  repairing  plaster  work  on  brown-stone  building.  31,275  70 

For  repairing  plaster  work  on  armories  and  drill- 

rooms .  838,525  15 

-  2,870,464  06 

Keyser  &  Co. — 

For  plumbing  and  gas-works  in 

county  court  rooms  and  offices .  749,224  81 

For  repairs  on  plumbing  work  in 

county  court  rooms  and  offices .  51,461  75 

-  800,686  56 

For  plumbing  work  and  repairs  in  armories  and 

drill-rooms .  431,131  20 

-  1,231,817  76 

J.  W.  Smith— 

For  awnings  to  county  courts  and  offices .  23,553  51 

- - -  23,553  51 

|  - 

Grand  total . ' . ., .  9,789,482  16 

In  relation  to  these  enormous  frauds,  Secretary  Delano,  in  his  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
speech,  says: 

“This  example  ought  to  be  sufficient.  It  illustrates  the  venality,  peculation,  and 
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political  prostitution  which  cover  the  Tammany  Democracy,  and  render  its  moral 
atmosphere  and  presence  feculent,  obnoxious,  and  infamous.  Here  was  paid  a 
larger  sum  for  repairs,  carpets,  and  furniture  for  county  offices,  than  the  present 
Administration  paid,  in  the  same  year,  for  mail  transportation  throughout  the  United 
States  ;  nearly  three  times  as  much  as  the  entire  diplomatic  expenses  for  two  years 
past ;  as  much  as  the  yearly  cost  of  collecting  the  customs  revenue ;  more  than  all  the 
miscellaneous  expenditures  of  the  Interior  Department  for  either  year  of  the  present 
Administration,  and  more  than  the  entire  annual  expenses  of  the  Indian  Bureau. 
Here  is  a  larger  sum  paid  in  eleven  months  for  plastering  than  the  entire  expense  of 
the  United  States  for  foreign  intercourse  during  the  present  Administration  ;  and 
more  for  plumbing  and  gas-fitting,  in  one  year,  than  the  expenses  attending  all  the 
public  buildings  and  grounds  in  Washington  city.  There  was  paid  more  money  to 
three  men  for  such  expenditures,  in  one  year,  than  was  paid  for  the  collection  of  the 
entire  internal  revenue  of  the  countiy  in  any  year  of  the  present  Administration , 
more  than  double  the  expense  of  the  United  States  courts  for  two  years,  and  more 
than  all  the  expenses  of  the  Forty-first  Congress. 

“  With  such  a  policy  as  this  transferred  to  Washington,  the  Democratic  clamor  that 
the  national  debt  must  not  be  paid  off  now,  would  be  found  full  of  meaning  and  full 
of  danger.  Public  credit  would  fall,  and  distrust  of  all  public  securities  be  openly 
avowed.  The  Government  could  not  long  survive  such  mismanagement.” 

Lest  it  may  be  said  that  we  quote  only  from  Republican  authority,  we  will  give 
brief  extracts  from  the  speech  of  a  life-long  Democrat,  Robert  B.  Roosevelt : 

UNDOUBTED  GUILT  OF  THE  CITY  OFFICIALS. 

“That  they  are  guilty  no  man  who  has  read  the  statements  doubts  for  a  moment, 
and  no  one  believes  that  any  such  sums  were  actually  expended  on  the  court-house. 
Nevertheless  I  have  been  informed  that  this  building,  instead  of  costing  $3,000,000 
or  $5,000,000,  as  is  alleged,  the  latter  being  supposed  to  be  the  extreme  limit,  has 
actually  cost  over  $12,000,000.  To  prove  this  I  have  been  shown  the  figures  pur¬ 
porting  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Controller’s  books,  but  I  hope  I  was  deceived, 
and  that  they  were  exaggerations.  But  of  the  facts  distinctly  alleged  in  the  public 
press  there  can  be  no  question.  It  is  admitted  by  default  that  millions  on  millions  of 
the  public  money  have  been  paid  to  a  few  obscure  individuals,  for  which  they 
neither  did  nor  could  have  performed  equivalent  labor,  while  a  little  printing  com¬ 
pany  of  $25,000  capital  has  received  $1,500,000  from  the  county  alone  in  one  year. 
*******  * 

“What  I  am  about  to  tell  you  I  hardly  expect  you  to  believe,  yet  I  will  give  you 
every  point  of  time  and  circumstance.  I  will  furnish  you  with  every  detail  and  all 
the  minutiae  of  the  mode  of  operations,  and,  large  as  is  this  meeting,  were  I  to  call 
my  witnesses  together,  I  could  All  this  building  as  full  as  it  is  now.  I  know  where¬ 
of  I  speak,  and  in  exposing  these  shameless  iniquities,  rather  in  defence  of  Demo¬ 
cracy  than  in  arraignment  of  it,  I  rather  extenuate,  and  set  down  naught  in  malice. 
By  a  combination  of  certain  Democratic  and  Republican  office-holders  in  this  city, 
the  votes  of  the  people  no  longer  express  their  will.  They  are  falsified  in  three  dif¬ 
ferent  ways,  so  that,  no  matter  how  honest  the  mass  of  the  voters  might  be,  the 
corrupt  Ring  would  apparently  be  retained  in  power.  To  effect  this  three  forces 
are  brought  into  play.  There  is  the  use  of  repeaters  at  the  polls,  the  manipulation 
of  ballots  as  they  are  deposited,  and  the  false  counting  of  them  in  making  up  the 
canvass.  Precisely  how  these  things  are  managed  I  will  explain  to  you.” 

Mr.  Roosevelt  then  proceeded  with  a  full  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
people  are  cheated  by  voting  repeaters,  the  manipulation  and  changing  of  ballots 
by  the  inspectors,  and  the  false  counting  by  the  canvassers.  He  says  that  “between 
these  three  schemes  the  voice  of  the  people  of  New  York  has  been  utterly  stifled 
until  last  fall,”  when,  by  the  interference  of  the  National  Government,  a  fair  vote 
was  had. 

CONTRAST  RECAPITULATED, 

1st.  In  two  years  and  one  month,  by  Republican  economy,  the  national  debt  was 
diminished  $215,765,663  74. 

2d.  In  two  years  and  seven  months  the  public  debt  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York  was,  by7  Democratic  extravagance,  increased  $63,028,427  71. 

3d.  In  two  years  and  one  month,  by7  the  Republican  policy7,  the  annual  outlay  for 
Interest  was  reduced  $12,062,997  96. 

4th.  In  twro  y7ears  and  seven  months,  by  the  Democratic  policy7,  the  annual  outlay 
for  interest  in  a  single  city  was  increased  more  than  $4,400,000. 

5th.  In  putting  down  the  most  formidable  rebellion  known  to  history,  continuing 
nearly  live  years,  in  which  time  more  than  two  millions  of  men  were  engaged,  the 
Republican  party  contracted  a  public  debt  scarcely  exceeding  $35  per  capita. 

6th.  In  simply  administering  the  civil  affairs  ot  a  single  city  for  the  period  of  two 
years  and  seven  months,  the  Democratic  party  contracted  a  public  debt  exceeding 
$63  per  capita. 


